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NAVIGATION LOCK OPERATIONS AGAIN RETURNING TO NORMAL 
 

 PITTSBURGH – After returning to normal operations earlier this week, navigation lock 
operations on Pittsburgh’s three rivers have again been impacted by high water and debris.  
Navigation lock operations on the Monongahela, Allegheny and Ohio Rivers are returning to normal 
again today with all locks in the Pittsburgh District open and fully operational except Locks #4, #5 
and #8 on the Allegheny River and Dashields Locks on the Ohio River. 
 
 The local US Coast Guard Marine Safety Office (MSO) and the Pittsburgh District continue to 
partner to resolve the situation at Montgomery Locks and Dam where the towboat M/V Elizabeth M. 
remains sunk below the dam and three of its six barges are sunk on the dam.  Campbell 
Transportation Co. has positively located and marked two of its three remaining barges.  Efforts to 
locate the last barge have been temporarily suspended in order to focus on efforts to restore the 
navigation channel.  The Coast Guard designated Safety Zone from Mile 31.5 to 35 remains in effect 
limiting transit to daylight hours and requiring vessels to contact the MSO Pittsburgh at 412-570-
4682 prior to transit for specific restrictions and authorization.  The Montgomery Locks, which fall 
within this Safety Zone, are open and fully operational.  Removal operations for the barges sunk in 
the river below the dam will begin as soon as river conditions permit.  The two-part operation to 
search the towboat M/V Elizabeth M. and to remove both the towboat and the barges on the dam is 
also being impacted by high river flows but will proceed as soon as a window of opportunity of 
sufficient duration to initiate operations safely occurs. 
 
  Further down the Ohio River, near Reedsville, Ohio, lockages are restricted and being 
managed on a case-by-case basis at the Willow Island (Mile 162) and Belleville (Mile 204) Locks 
due to breakaway barges that sank on the dam blocking five of the gates at Belleville.  The 
Newburgh (Mile 776) Locks at Newburgh, Indiana and the John T. Meyers (Mile 846) Locks 
downstream from Uniontown, Kentucky, are closed due to high water and drift. 
 
For more information on the Safety Zone around the Montgomery Locks and Dam contact LTJG Justin Covert, US Coast 
Guard at 412-644-5809, Ext. 2102.  For more information on the Belleville and Willow Island Locks contact Huntington 
District Public Affairs Office at 304-399-5353.  For more information on the Newburgh and Meyers Locks contact Louisville 
District Public Affairs Office at 502-315-6769. 
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