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Corps to meet with public to discuss suspension  
of excavation at the Shallow Land Disposal Area 

 
WHO:   U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District 
 
WHAT:  A meeting to inform the public that excavation work has been suspended at the Parks 

Township Shallow Land Disposal Area.  
 
WHEN:  7 pm, Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2011 
 
WHERE:  Parks Township Volunteer Fire Department Hall, 1119 Dalmation Drive 

Vandergrift, Armstrong County, Pa. 15690 
 
WHY: The US Army Corps of Engineers is informing the public that excavation activities were suspended 
Sept 30 at the Shallow Land Disposal Area in Parks Township, Pa. The suspension is due to the contractor’s 
deviation from the Corps’ material-handling procedures. Congress directed the Corps’ Pittsburgh District to 
cleanup radioactive waste at the site under the Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP).  
 
Field personnel suspended excavation activities when they learned that there was a deviation from the site 
work plans. The Corps considers this deviation from its work plans as a serious matter. These plans are in 
place to safeguard the workers and the community as the contractor removes radiological and chemical 
materials from the site.   
 
“Our goal is to safely remove this material from the community. I want to emphasize that public health was 
not impacted and no workers were injured due to this deviation,” said Col Butch Graham, commander, 
Pittsburgh District. “The contractor reacted appropriately by suspending excavation and will not resume until 
the Corps’ thorough safety review is completed and necessary corrective actions are in place. We know 
information about this project is important to the community and we’re committed to providing updates about 
site activities and progress.” 
  
Workers continue to process material previously removed from trenches and to ship material from the site.  
 
For information on the SLDA cleanup project, visit: http://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/fusrap/slda.htm 
   
BACKGROUND: Encompassing 44 acres, the SLDA is located approximately 23 miles east-northeast of 
Pittsburgh in Armstrong County, Pa., near the communities of Apollo and Vandergrift. Between 1960 and 
1970, low-level radioactive waste from the nearby decommissioned Apollo site was buried in ten trenches at 
the SLDA. In August 2011, the Corps began removing waste material from the site and shipping it to a 
disposal facility in Clive, Utah. The project may take up to eight years to complete at an estimated cost of 
$176 million.  
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