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Authorization
Section 206, Water Resources Development Act (WRDA) of 1996 (Public Law 104-303), as amended.
The project’s non-federal cost sharing sponsor is the County of Allegheny, Pennsylvania.

Project Location and Description

North Park Lake — located in Hampton, McCandless and Pine Townships — was created by Allegheny
County in the 1920’s. The signature piece of the 3,010 acre County Park is its man-made North Park
Lake. The aquatic ecosystem of North Park Lake and Pine Creek is being progressively degraded by
continual sediment deposition from storm water runoff due to increasing suburban development in the
surrounding watershed. A secondary problem is stream bank erosion along portions of Pine Creek,
which contributes to the sedimentation problem within the lake. The on-going sedimentation is
blanketing the lake bottom, degrading benthic habitat and slowly reducing the amount of available
open water habitat. This has resulted in a severe eutrophic (lack of oxygen) condition in the lake
which affects the species of fish and other aquatic organisms ability to survive.
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Project Plan
This project will remove accumulated sediment to the original contours of the North Fork Arm of the
lake. The restoration of this portion of the lake will restore approximately 33 acres of the lake and
generate great aquatic ecosystem benefits. In addition to sediment removal, structures will be added
that fish can use for cover and nesting, increasing aquatic cover and wetland habitat. A secondary
benefit will be the removal of exotic (non-native) aquatic plants that can use up oxygen, choke out
beneficial native plants and reduce fish habitat.

Project Cost (Shared between the Corps of Engineers and the County of Allegheny)

Estimated Federal Cost $5,000,000 -- 65 percent of total cost
Estimated Non-Federal Cost $2,690,000 -- 35 percent of total cost
Total Estimated Cost $7,690,000 = estimated total project cost to restore 33 acres

Current Status

The Corps of Engineers continues to work in partnership with the County of Allegheny. The Phase |
contract, which will cover 33 acres of the North Fork Arm of the lake, has been awarded by the
Corps. lItis anticipated that the Phase | contractor will be on site by November 2009. The lake is
presently being drained. The fish recovery operation has been conducted by the Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission on Oct 7-8, 2009. The recovery’s purpose was to save as many of the
remaining fish as possible by relocating them to other lakes. Fish species such as blue gill, crappie,
bass, sunfish, and catfish were moved upstream to Marshall Lake. Three quarters of the lake’s fish
were successfully relocated.
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