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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY 
 

Draft Environmental Assessment 
 

Central Indiana County Water Authority  
Raw Water Reservoir Dredging and Access Road Extension Project 

in Indiana County, Pennsylvania 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District (USACE) is evaluating a Federal funding 
request for the proposed Central Indiana County Water Authority Raw Water Reservoir Dredging and 
Access Road Project in White Township, Indiana County, Pennsylvania. 
 
The USACE invites submission of comments on the environmental impact of the approval of the 
request.  The USACE will consider all submissions received before the expiration date of the public 
comment period.  The nature or scope of the proposal may be changed upon consideration of the 
comments received.  
 
The draft Environmental Assessment and draft Finding of No Significant Impact are available 
electronically at: https://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Planning-Programs-Project-Management/ 
 
Comments can be submitted via email to Erin.Stuart@usace.army.mil.  Comments must be 
received by 29 September 2021 to ensure consideration. 
 

 
 Pittsburgh District 

https://www.lrp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Planning-Programs-Project-Management/


DRAFT FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
 

Central Indiana County Water Authority 
Raw Water Reservoir Dredging and Access Road Extension Project 

White Township, Indiana County, Pennsylvania 
 
 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Pittsburgh District (Corps) is presenting an 
environmental analysis in accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 
1969, as amended.  The DRAFT Environmental Assessment (EA), dated August 2021, 
for the Central Indiana County Water Authority Raw Water Reservoir Dredging and 
Access Road Extension Project, located in White Township, Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania, evaluates potential environmental impacts associated with dredging a 
raw water reservoir and extending an existing access road to the reservoir proposed for 
federal funding under the Section 313 program.  The Water Resources Development 
Act (WRDA) of 1992 (Public Law 102-580), as amended, allows the Corps to consider 
reimbursement for design and/or construction of environmental infrastructure in 
Pennsylvania.   

 
The DRAFT EA, considered two alternatives for the proposed reservoir dredging and 

access road. The preferred alternative, ultimately the Proposed Federal Action, includes 
federal funding for water supply improvements including:  

Choose an item. 
• The dredging of the raw water supply reservoir located on Yellow Creek and  

extension of the reservoir access road located in White Township, Indiana 
County.     
 

 In addition to the preferred alternative, a “no action” alternative was evaluated.  For 
the preferred alternative, the potential effects to the following resources were evaluated:    
 
Environmental Resource Minor effect No effect 
Aesthetics ☒ ☐ 
Air quality ☒ ☐ 
Aquatic resources/wetlands ☒ ☐ 
Invasive species ☐ ☒ 
Fish and wildlife habitat ☒ ☐ 
Threatened/Endangered species ☐ ☒ 
Historic properties ☐ ☒ 
Other cultural resources ☐ ☒ 
Floodplains ☒ ☐ 
Hazardous, toxic & radioactive waste ☐ ☒ 
Hydrology ☒ ☐ 
Land use ☐ ☒ 
Navigation ☐ ☒ 
Noise levels ☒ ☐ 
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Public infrastructure ☒ ☐ 
Socio-economics ☐ ☒ 
Environmental justice ☐ ☒ 
Soils ☐ ☒ 
Tribal trust resources ☐ ☒ 
Water quality ☒ ☐ 
Climate change ☐ ☒ 
Child health and safety ☐ ☒ 

 
 Pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the 
Corps determined that the preferred alternative will have no effect on federal listed 
threatened or endangered species or on designated critical habitat.   
 
  Pursuant to section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as 
amended, the Corps subsequently determined that the Proposed Federal Action has no 
effect on historic or cultural resources.  A letter dated 2 September 20 from the 
Pennsylvania State Historic Preservation Office stated that the proposed project will 
have no effect on historic properties.   
 
 A 15-day public comment period will occur from 15 September 2021 to 29 
September 2021.  The Corps will consider all submissions received before the 
expiration date of the public comment period. The nature or scope of the proposal may 
change upon consideration of the comments received.  If significant effects on the 
quality of the human environment are identified during public comment which cannot be 
mitigated, the Corps will initiate an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS), and afford all 
of the appropriate public participation opportunities attendant to an EIS. 

 
 After having carefully evaluated all aspects of the Proposed Federal Action and 
based on the draft EA, I have reasonably concluded that the Proposed Federal Action 
does not constitute a major federal action significantly affecting the quality of the human 
environment.  Therefore, an environmental impact statement is not required and will not 
be prepared.  
 
 
 
___________________________ ___________________________________ 
Date ADAM J. CZEKANSKI 
 COLONEL, Corps of Engineers  
 District Commander 
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EXHIBIT 1  

PA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

CONSULTATION RESPONSE 



Northwest Regional Office (Meadville)
230 Chestnut Street
Meadville, PA 16335-3481

Wednesday, September 2, 2020

Mr. Robert T Nymick
The Central Indiana County Water Authority
30 East Wiley Street
Homer City, PA 15748

Dear Mr. Nymick:

Thank you for using the DEP Permit Application Consultation Tool (PACT) submittal. Your project information has been
submitted to the Department of Environmental Protection. Please follow-up with the appropriate regional office to
schedule a Pre-Application conference. Regional Office contact information for your project can be found at the end of
this document.

Based on your answers to the PACT questionnaire, the tool has provided the attached responses highlighting
important considerations related to your project. These responses are based solely on the project information you
provided, and may not be comprehensive, but will serve as a starting point for the conference.

This conference, while not required, will assist the DEP in coordinating the review of all necessary permits for
proposed projects to ensure timely processing, efficient use of resources, thorough environmental review, and
consistent department action on proposed projects.

Please be aware that the applicant has the responsibility of complying with all relevant environmental laws and
regulations for the project, and permits may be required before construction or the commencement of operations.

Sincerely,

Staci Gustafson, Assistant Regional Director, Northwest Regional Office (Meadville)



Project Overview

Applicant Information

Consultant Information

Project Details

Attachments

The following Permit Application information was submitted to DEP on 9/2/2020 1:08:33 PM.

Project Name: Raw Water Reservoir Dredging Project

Selected Municipalities: White Twp (Indiana)
Young Twp (Indiana)

Associated DEP Office: Northwest Regional Office (Meadville)

Applicant Company: The Central Indiana County Water Authority
Address 1: 30 East Wiley Street
Address 2: not specified

City: Homer City
State: PA

Zip: 15748
Contact: Mr. Robert T Nymick

Contact e-mail: kberfield@hotmail.com
Contact phone: 724-479-8005

Consultant Company: Bankson Engineers, Inc.
Address 1: 267 Blue Run Road
Address 2: Suite 200

City: Cheswick
State: PA

Zip: 15024
Contact: Mr. Daniel R. Fischman

Contact e-mail: dfischman@banksonengineers.com
Contact phone: 412-767-5100

Anticipated Timeframe: Commencement: 10/5/2020; Completion: 6/30/2021

Project Summary:
The Authority receives its raw water from Yellow Creek. The Authority’s
intake, which is a 10-foot high overflow spillway type dam, is located
downstream of a dam controlled by the Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources (DCNR) Yellow Creek State Park, which ensures a
conservation release. Over time, sediment accumulates along the
Authority’s intake. This sediment accumulation leads to a myriad of
issues. The sediment causes the raw water turbidity to increase, as well
as causing the raw water to develop an odor. Both of these issues
require the Authority to increase its chemical usage at the water
treatment plant. Additionally, with a more shallow pool of water at the
intake, the temperature of the raw water increases, which also makes
the raw water more difficult to treat. Dredging leads to a decrease in the
amount of siltation in Yellow Creek.

The Authority started dredging in 2013 and now routinely dredges due
to sediment accumulation along the intake. As a result of these efforts,
the Authority has seen a decrease in its chemical usage, reduced odor in
the water and less siltation in Yellow Creek.

The Central Indiana County Water Authority (Authority) applied for, and
received, Section 313 Funding for its raw water reservoir dredging
project, which involves the extension of the existing roadway to the
intake as well as funds for dredging.

NAIC: Construction - Water, Sewer, And Utility Lines
Job Creation: Fewer than 25 jobs created or retained

Economic impact: Less than $1 million in private investment

These links, if present, provide you access to the attachments that you provided as part of the Pre-Application
Information. You are advised to save the attachments to your local computer or a network share when prompted by
your browser.

Location.pdf



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 2 

DCNR Map of Pennsylvania Scenic Rivers 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 3  

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Wetland Map 
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EXHIBIT 3a  

Natural Resources Conservation Service  
Web Soil Survey 
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EXHIBIT 4  

PNDI Project Environmental Review Receipt 













 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 5  

Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission Project 

Review Form and Supporting Information 



PROJECT REVIEW FORM 
Request to In ate SHPO Consulta on on 

State and Federal Undertakings 

SHPO USE ONLY 
DATE RECEIVED:

ER NUMBER: 

SECTION A:  PROJECT NAME & LOCATION 

 Is this a new YES NO OR 

REV:  

Project Name 

Project Address 

SECTION B:   CONTACT INFORMATION & MAILING ADDRESS 

SECTION C:  PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
This project is located on: 
(check all that apply) State property Municipal property Private property 

List all federal and 
state agencies and 
programs 
providing funds, 
permits, licenses.

Agency Type Project/Permit/Tracking Number (if applicable) 

Proposed Work – A ach project descrip on, scope of work, site plans, and/or drawings 

Project includes (check all that apply): Construc on Demoli on 

Total acres of project area: Total acres of earth disturbance: 

Are there any buildings or structures within the project area? Yes No

Rehabili on Disposi on 

Approximate age of buildings: 
Does this project involve prop es listed in or eligible for 
the Na onal Register of Historic Places, or 
designated?

Yes No Unsure 

A achments – Please include the following informa on with this form 

Map –  

Descrip on/Scope – 

Site Plans/Drawings – Indicate 

Photographs – igital photographs all buildings and structures keyed to a site pl

: DATE: ___________________

Phone 

Fax 

Email 

Name 

 Company 

 Street/PO Box 

City/State/Zip 

County 

 City/State/ Zip 

This is addi onal infor on for ER Number: 

Municipality 

Federal property 

Agency/Program/Permit Name 

SHPO  (SHPO USE ONLY) 

There are NO HISTORIC PROPERTIES 

The project will have NO EFFECT on historic  

The project will have NO ADVERSE EFFECTS on historic proper es:

Email

Name  

SHPO REQUESTS ADDITIONAL INFORMAT

9/2/20 10/1/20

2020-2358-063-A

Raw Water Reservoir Dredging Indiana White Township

Off S. 6th Street Extension Indiana PA 15701

Daniel R. Fischman (412) 767-5100

Bankson Engineers, Inc. (412) 767-5107

267 Blue Run Road, Suite 200 dfischman@banksonengineers.com
Cheswick PA 15024

✔

Federal Army Corps. of Engineers Section 313 Grant

✔

0.070.07

✔

✔

✔

9/2/20

SC



PROJECT DESCRIPTION
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EXHIBIT 6  

FEMA Floodplain Map 



Ex
te

nd
ed

ro
ad

w
ay



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 7  

Letter from the U.S. Department of Agriculture - NRCS 



Natural Resources Conservation Service 
359 East Park Drive, Suite 2 
Harrisburg, PA 17111-2747 

Voice: 717-237-2100     Fax: 855-813-2861 
An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer 

Helping People Help the Land 
 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 8  

EPA Map of Virtual Aquifers 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 9  

Letter from Indiana County Office of Planning and 

Development 



Indiana County 
Office of Planning & Development 

Byron G. Stauffer, Jr. 

LuAnn Zak 

 
R. Michael Keith, Chairman 

 
Robin A. Gorman 

 
Sherene Hess



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EXHIBIT 10  

Letter from the White Township Zoning Department 
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